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Joe woke up at b o'clock that morning, just
like he did every morning. He did not need an
alarm clock—he alWayfjusf woke up, alWays
at G o'clock. And anyway, there was no

alarm clock in the house.






The rooster in the barn crowed every
morning, in the summer before Joe woke up
and in the winter after he woke up. The
rooster did not wake Joe up in the summer

because he alWays slept so well.
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Joe snuck out of the bed in which he slept
with two of his brothers, Chris and Jake.

RBen and Bi“y, who were much younger, slept
in another bed. Joe never sleptin the middle
because he always got up first, and he slept
next to the window because he always got up
before his brothers.
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He looked out the window and saw the moon.
Ever since he had been five years old he
liked to look at the moon; he looked for it
every morning. This morning it was almost
full. He knew that tomorrow it would be a
complefely full moon—his father kepta
calendar that had the picture of the moon
on the day it was full. And today, there was
a ring around the moon. He had seen that
before. He thought, "T wonder if it will
snow?" He remembered the last time he saw
a ring around the moon. It had thundered
and lightened and hailed that day.
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Joe knew exacﬂy where his clothes were. He
alWays piled them on the floor before he went to
sleep. He put on a blue shirt and black pants and
black socks and a pair of black shoes. He laced
up his shoe laces and double tied them. And then
he decided he would not wear the blue shirt and
so he changed into a black shirt.
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He tiptoed across the room to the door,
being careful notto step on a board that
would have creaked had he stepped on it. He
didn't want to wake up Chris and Jake. He
opened the door, snuck down the hall and
down the steps. He opened the door to the
outside and was surprised that it was much
warmer that it had been the night before.
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He walked outto the barn and let Bessie, the
Holstein cow, in. He pulled down some hay
for her. While she chewed on it, he saton a
little three-legged stool next to her and
pulled on her teats. The warm milk rushed
into the bucket. He squirted some of the
sweet milk at the calico cat who sat across
the stall. She opened her mouth, swallowed
it, and started to purr.
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He brought the pail of milk into the house.
His mother was up. She smiled at him and
took the milk and poured it into a big bowl.
Soon Maggie and Chris and Jake and Ben and
Barb and Katie and Billy were up, and they
sat down at the table and ate fried potatoes

and mush. His mother and father slurped on
black coffee.
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Mother packed six lunches and sent the six
children off to school. (katie and Billy were
too young and sfayecl home). She made
them put on their winter coats and wear
their hats and checked to be sure that there
were gloves in their pockets. She said, "]
know it is nice this morning, butitis Janvary
and you can just never tell when it will get
cold."In each dinner pail was a cheese
sandwich and a red apple. It took the
children 30 minutes to walk to school. They
met Jerry and Mary Hostetler first and then
the four Yoder girls right before they got to

school.

23



Joe GGa.scho

|. conscience Il. different

2. friendship [2. aftord

3. business |3. daffodil

4. tropical [4. doubtful

5. beautitul I5. grimace

G. adoraction 6. brilliont
“[..independent [/. opportunity
8. continent 8. triangle

9. American 9. steeple

Q. dili gent 20). recieve X

19/20 Very Good
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RBefore recess Joe had arithmetic. He was
the bestin the class. He liked long division
and had learned how to figure out the
square root of any number. After recess the
teacher talked about the Nile River in
Africa. He ate his sandwich and traded his
apple fora baloney sandwich. He Playecl
Send. During the first period after lunch he
took a spelling test. He spelled nineteen of
the twenty words right, he missed "receive"—
he forgot that the "e" came before the "i'".
After the last recess, he recited a poem

about an old man and a tree with only one

leaf left. He had learned it the night before.
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All the other children left for home as soon
the teacher, Miss Larsen, rang the bell. Joe
stayed to help the teacher clean the school.
He did this every Thursday. First he got the
broom out of the closetin the back and
sweptthe floor. Then he took a rag, dipped it
in water, and washed off the blackboards.
Then he wiped off the teacher's desk. He was
tempted to open the drawers, but remem-
bered how upset he was when Chris had
opened the special box he kept under his

bed. By the fime he was ready To go home,
Miss Larsen had left.
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The sun had been shining all day but by the
time he had walked fifteen minutes, clouds
suddenly covered the sun. And all of a
sudden it became very cold. Joe buttoned his
coatall the way to the top and pulled his cap
down tight on his head and jammed on his
gloves. He was so happy his mother had made
him wear his coat to school. He thought to
himself, "I must thank her tonight."

29



Pl WO
Ty 1,
7 ,/)/)ﬁ Ay 4 !
AL A o
% ity 2
A v

a7 4 0

W i 4 ol
i Vs {18 i igd
Iy . AL I,
1 A A7 o ]

i o
4 7% VW ly /,v/',’/
A Ak

4
"

oy

75

h P

50T s
»

e
Ty

v
”;

/J’“{/; o
F (of

/4 0
T4 by 15
y k)




And then it started to snow, firstjust a few
flakes but within three minutes the snow was
coming down from the sky like six men were
slnoVeling it off a wagon. Then the wind
started to blow, very hard, so hard thatfora
second Joe thought he would be knocked off
his feet. When he had started to walk he
could see his house, a mile down the road.

Butin five minutes he could not even see his
hands.

31



32



Joe thought to himself, how am I ever going
to get home? I cannot see what is even one
footinfront of me. Then he remembered
something. He turned to his left and ran as
hard as he could. He went down into the
ditch beside the road, then up the other side
and ran into the fence that he knew was
there. He grabbed onto the top wire and
started to walk towards home.

33



34



It got colder and colder. Within ten minutes
there was an inch of show under his feet.
But he kept walking. He came to the end of
the fence. He thought, “1 am home now!”
Butthen he remembered the fence stopped
atalane, before starting again on the other
side. Joe was frightened that he would lose
his way and not be able to find the fence

again.
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He took in a big breath, jumped forward
three big steps, stuck out his hand. No fence.
He took two more steps and reached out his
hand. No fence. He lost his balance and fell
down. He was so cold he could hardly get up.
But when he did finally get up he bumped
into...the fence. He started to walk again.
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His ears started to feel like ice. And then he
couldn't even feel his ears. His hands felt like
blocks of stone. The snow was caking his
face. But still he walked and walked. And he
walked until he reached the end of the
fence. This time he knew that he was almost

home.
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But he knew that there were still many steps
between the end of the fence and his house.
He knew how hard it had been to find the
fence when it had only been a few steps
from the end of the first section of fence
and the beginning of the second section of

fence.
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Meanwhile...Joe’s father was very worried.
He ‘quuglq‘l‘for fifteen minutes and then
went to the basement. He pulled out the rope
that he had used to tie chairs to the wagon.
He put on his big coat, overshoes and hat. He
tied one end of the rope around a post
outside the door, wrapped the other end of
the rope around himself, and started to walk.
He knew the rope was fif‘l‘y feet ]ong and
that the fence was forty feet away. So he
walked to the end of the rope and when it
was tight, he turned to his left and kept
walking, alWays keeping the rope tight. He
finally ran into the fence. And he waited.
And waited...and then... he ran into
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a body...and wrapped his arms around it and
Squeezed it tight. The wind was roaring but
he heard a voice scream, "Daddy!" The body
was Joe!
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He held him tight and they followed the rope
back to the house. Joe's mother grabbed Joe
and rubbed his hands and feet. She pulled a
brick out of the oven, wrapped itin a big
towel, and laid it on Joe's belly. She made him
a big cup of very hot chocolate. She used the
milk he had broughtin to her in the morning.
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Joe's father told him how very smart he was
to follow the fence and how proud he was of
him. Joe's mother did not say anything but
just smiled and laughed and then cried and
then smiled. Joe told his mother "thank you'
for telling him to take his coat and gloves to
school.
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The next morning Joe's father came up the
steps and into Joe's room, just before G
o'clock. He told Joe he had milked the cow.
He told Joe to stay under the covers and

sleep in a little longer.
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Butwhen his father walked back down the
steps, Joe crawled out from under the covers
and walked to the window. The stars were
out. And he could see the moon. It was full.
There was no circle around it. Joe crawled
back in bed and pulled the covers up and
slept for another hour. His mother had
called up the steps and said, "No school
Today.’"

The End
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This book is based on the Supposedly true story that Joe
Gascho, grandfather of the author, Joseph Gascho, and
great-great-grand father of Jed and Maggie Gascho and
Annali and Eriselle Cooke, was caught in the Great Blizzard
of 1888. This blizzard is also called the Children's Blizzard
because many children were caught in the blizzard which
hit during a school day, on Janvary 12 (supposedly it
reached the Lincoln, Nebraska, area at about? p.m.). Itis
not to be mistaken for a second devastating blizzard that
struck the east coastin March of thatyear. The Midwest
blizzard struck very quickly; the temperature, over a very
short period of time, dropped from slightly above freezing
to as much as -20 to -40 degrees below zero. The wind
\/eloci'l’y was very high. Visibilﬁ‘y dropped to nearly Zero.

The story told in this book is based on the author's
imagination of what might have happened that day.

Joe Gascho, born on February 11,1871, near Flanagan,
lllinois, was the next to the oldest of the twelve children of
Joseph and Mary Birkey Gascho. At the time of the
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blizzard, the youngest three had notyet been born and the
oldest, John, was deceased.

In 1888 Joseph and Mary and their family were living
near Milford, Nebraska,about twenty miles from Lincoln.

The hufcla/dry sink, shown in the kitchen on several
photographs in the book, was built by Joe's father, Joseph,
and given to Joe when he married Phoebe Roth, on
December 15,1898.
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